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3-5 December 2008, Auckland, Aotearoa, New Zealand
The focus of the Ninth Global Forum on Bioethics in Research (GFBR9) is to:

· provide an inclusive forum for sharing and discussing ethical considerations and experiences related to research involving indigenous peoples and members of vulnerable populations;
· explore paradigms and belief systems unique to these groups and how these can be better understood and supported in research and research ethics;
· explore possibilities for including cultural frameworks in research ethics policy.
Further Information  :  The official language of GFBR9 will be English with translation into Spanish where practicable (to be confirmed).

Details on how to apply to attend GFBR9 are available on our website http://GFBR9.hrc.govt.nz/  or through the contact details below.  The deadline for applications is 1 May 2008.    

Contact Details  :  Email:  GFBR9@hrc.govt.nz  :  Phone: +64 9 303 5200  :  Fax: +64 9 377 9988

PO Box 5541, Wellesley Street, Auckland, New Zealand.
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Ethics of research involving indigenous peoples 
and vulnerable populations
“’[R]esearch’ is probably one of the dirtiest words in the indigenous world’s vocabulary … it stirs up silence, it conjures up bad memories, it raises a smile that is knowing and distrustful … It galls us that .. researchers and intellectuals can assume to know all that it is possible to know of us, on the basis of their brief encounters with some of us.” (p1, Decolonising Methodologies, L. Smith, 1999, New Zealand)

“To “misrecognise or fail to recognise (cultural difference) can inflict harm, can be a form of oppression, imprisoning someone [or a group] in a false, distorted and reduced model of being”, research cannot be “difference-blind””.  (p3, Values and Ethics: Guidelines for Ethical Conduct in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Research, NHMRC, 2003, Australia)
GFBR9 will focus on the ethics of research involving indigenous peoples and vulnerable populations.  These groups are often marginalised and have no voice with which to ensure that their particular circumstances are respected or supported.  This creates a divide between these groups and those who provide the guidelines and parameters for research that they are asked to be part of.  GFBR9 aims to bring together those involved in research to share their experiences and knowledge, to explore how to integrate and support the belief systems of indigenous peoples and vulnerable populations and to formulate ways to enhance representation of these groups in research and research ethics.

“An ethnic group is characterised by a distinctive social and cultural tradition maintained within the group between generations, a common history and origin, a sense of identification with the group and often a common genetic heritage (p33, The Social, Cultural and Economic Determinants of Health in New Zealand: Action to Improve Health, National Health Committee, 1998). Although there are real differences between different indigenous peoples, there is also commonality in the treatment they have received as participants in research.  GFBR9 will discuss how the ethics of research can evolve to include the world views of indigenous peoples and encourage their participation in research at all levels, from being research participants to formulating policy. 

GFBR9 will also discuss ethical considerations concerning ‘vulnerable populations’. The term ‘vulnerable population’ is broad and can apply to a large number of groups who find themselves marginalised, different to the majority and under-represented in discussions about matters that concern them.  GFBR9 will focus on those groups who are ‘vulnerable’ because they are migrants or refugees; where their vulnerability arises because they have a different cultural framework.

We would like to invite participants from all over the world especially indigenous peoples,  members of vulnerable populations, researchers, and people who develop ethics policy, to participate in a discussion of ethics in research as we look to find appropriate and respectful ways of directly involving indigenous peoples and vulnerable populations in health research.  
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Application and selection process
Who can attend GFBR9?
About 120 invited participants attend each Global Forum on Bioethics in Research, with the emphasis on those from developing countries and transitional societies; this number has been chosen to allow maximum participation in discussions.  Individual participation reflects the broad geographical setting of a particular theme for Global Forum on Bioethics in Research.  For GFBR9, full funding will be available to sponsor delegates from developing/transitional countries.  Applicants from other countries are welcome to apply if they can self-fund attendance.  Part-funding may also be available to some delegates.  The aim is to have a balance of delegates from all parts of the world, with a majority of sponsored delegates.
To submit an application to attend
Please complete, by 1 May 2008, the application form A-GFBR9 which is available on the website http://GRBR9.hrc.govt.nz/, providing the following information:
· a brief statement, explaining why you would like to take part in GFBR9, how you think you would benefit, how you might be able to contribute, and how your attendance will impact on indigenous peoples and/or vulnerable populations.  We would be particularly interested in applicants’ experience of the ethics of research involving indigenous peoples and vulnerable populations (not more than 500 words); 
· a short CV (1 page); 

· a description of your current work (150 words); 

· if relevant, a list of recent publications, especially those relating to the theme of GFBR9.
Awards: Decision Making and Eligibility for Funding
Successful applicants from developing/transitional countries will receive an award to cover: return travel to the meeting (standard airfare and standard ground transportation costs); registration; accommodation (3 or 4 nights maximum including meals), and a copy of the proceedings. Participants will be expected to meet all other costs. 

The GFBR9 Steering Committee will decide on successful candidates (both self-funded and those applying for funded places).  The decision criteria will include the following factors: 
· Country of origin. GFBR9 would like to ensure a representative distribution of delegates from different regions; 
· Background /current area of expertise. GFBR9 is aimed at anyone involved or interested in health research ethics, including researchers, policy-makers and community representatives. GFBR9 seeks representation from many different disciplines; 
· Membership of an IRB/REC. Membership of an Institutional Review Board / Research Ethics Committee is not a prerequisite for attending GFBR9 but may be taken into consideration; 
· Experience of ethics. We hope to encourage a mixture of 'old' and 'new' faces at each Global Forum on Bioethics in Research so that delegates can productively discuss issues of concern to them and gain from the perspectives of others. Applicants need not be experts in ethics; 
· Reasons for attending the meeting. We hope to attract delegates who will be able to actively contribute to the meeting and who expect to impact on research ethics and/or pursue a career in research ethics in their own country. 

Delegates will be informed of the decision of the GFBR9 Steering Committee in July 2008.  The Steering Committee decision will be final.  Please email your application to GFBR9@hrc.govt.nz,  post to PO Box 5541, Wellesley Street, Auckland, New Zealand or fax to +64 9 377 9988.
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About the Global Forum on Bioethics in Research
Mission

To promote ethical international health research by bringing together ethicists, researchers, policy makers and interested community representatives from developing and developed countries to discuss emerging ethical, social, legal and public policy issues related to health and biomedical research in international settings.
Values

The key values of the Global Forum on Bioethics in Research include the promotion of ethically conducted research; respect for the differences between many stakeholders in research - both geographical, cultural, and scientific; the importance of bringing these together for mutual learning; the urgency of capacity building in health research ethics review in many low-income countries and the need for global partnership and capacity building in ethics and ethical review.

General Objectives

· To strengthen the protection of human participants in international health research. 

· To provide a forum for developing country perspectives on ethical issues in research. 

· To explore opportunities to enhance capacity for the ethical review of research. 

· To create a context for research involving human participants in which developing and developed country scientists, ethicists, community representatives, policy-makers, and other relevant stakeholders can address ethical issues in ways that encourage expeditious long-term joint management of research protocols.

Secretariat for Global Forum on Bioethics in Research www.gfbronline.com 
GFBR secretariat is a European Commission-funded Project within the 6th Framework Programme.  The secretariat host, Council on Health Research for Development (COHRED), is a non-governmental organisation dedicated to supporting developing countries to strengthen their health research systems. COHRED activities include work in the area of ethics in health research, in partnership with developing countries. 

Partners
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